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A Look Back at 2020  

by 

Scenic Virginia President  

Lisa Dickinson Mountcastle 

& Executive Director  

Leighton Powell 

December 31, 2020 

 

 

Dear Friends of Scenic Virginia, 

            

As 2020 draws to a close, we wish you and yours a happy holiday season and hope that 

all have stayed as healthy and safe as possible during uncertain times.  

 

At Scenic Virginia, this year was -- strangely enough – incredibly uplifting. That is because 

Virginians expressed to us on a near-daily basis that the Commonwealth’s scenic beauty 

was safeguarding their mental and physical health. Many added a note commending us 

for our long-time work to preserve these incredible scenic resources that are such a 

tonic for the mind, body, and soul. Those sentiments kept us focused and motivated, and 

we thank you right back, by the way! 

 

We’re happy to report that despite the limitations imposed on us by the pandemic, we 

managed to accomplish quite a bit. Below are a handful of highlights: 

 

Virginia Scenic Rivers. During the 2020 Legislative Session in January and February, 

we succeeded in passing nine bills designating six new stretches of Virginia Scenic Rivers. 

It was then our honor to serve on the statewide committee established to 

commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Virginia Scenic Rivers program. We are now 

working toward the designation of several new Scenic Rivers in the 2021 General 

Assembly, including the Lower Rappahannock. 

 

Vibrant Virginia. In the spring, we were asked to write a chapter about the evolution 

of scenic resource appreciation in Virginia for a new book called, fittingly enough, Vibrant 

Virginia. We happily accepted the offer and worked over the summer on our 

manuscript. Much of it details the founding -- and maturing -- of Scenic Virginia, and we 

hope you will be pleased with the final product. The book is scheduled to be published 

in 2021. 

[Letter continues on next page] 
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Virginia Vistas Photo Contest. The annual photo contest is always one of our 

favorite projects, and we are indebted to the hundreds of photographers willing to 

share their talent and passion for scenic beauty with us.  
 

In 2020, in celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Virginia Scenic Rivers Program, we 

limited our Rivers & Waterway Category to photos taken along designated Virginia Scenic 

Rivers. (The entries were stunning, and our efforts had the additional benefit of pointing out 

that many beautiful Virginia rivers have yet to be designated.)  

 

The above photo is our 2020 Rivers & Waterways Category Winner. It was taken along the 

designated Virginia Scenic River at North Landing River in Virginia Beach.  

 

Viewshed Project. We continued to make great progress on this first-of-its-kind-in-the-U.S., 

and we will roll it out in 2021. For now, we ask that you give some serious thought to what 

are your favorite vistas, viewsheds, and scenic areas in your locality. Please make a list and be 

prepared to share it when we come to your town. 

 

As 2020 concludes, we thank you again (and again!) for treasuring scenic beauty as much as 

we do. Unlike so many nonprofits, we have made it through a very difficult time, and for that, 

we are extremely grateful. We thank you for the warm thoughts and wishes you’ve shared 

with us this year. Remember that we’re here if you need us, and we love hearing from you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Dickinson Mountcastle                                   Leighton Powell 

Board President                                                    Executive Director 

Rose Mallow Sunrise by Erik Moore 
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Individual and Foundation Gifts 
 

Scenic Protectors ($25,000 and above) 

Judith Haskell Brewer Fund of The Community 

 Foundation for a greater Richmond 

 

Vista Council ($10,000 and above) 

Ken and Lisa Mountcastle 
 

Overlook Circle ($5,000 - $9,999) 

Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. McGuire Boyd 

Mary Fleming Finlay 

Margaret and David Gardner 

 

Panorama Circle ($2,500 - $4,999) 

Rossie and Randy Hutcheson 

Dr. and Mrs. H. Hudnall Ware III 

 

Society of Scenic Virginia ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Eugenia Anderson-Ellis & Howard Ellis 

 in honor of Leighton Powell's 20th's Anniversary 

Martha Fuller Clark 

Josephine F. de Give 

Duffy Family Foundation 

Endowment for Scenic Virginia of The Community 

 Foundation for a greater Richmond 

The Hon. Martha Fuller Clark 

Richard G. Gibbons, FASLA 

David R. Kenerson, Jr. 

Kathleen S. Kilpatrick 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Pettus LeCompte 

H. Gordon Leggett, Jr. & Madeline E. Miller 

Berkley M. Mitchell 

John and Susan Mullin Fund of The Community 

 Foundation for a Greater Richmond 

Jean Perin 

Mary Bryan Perkins 

The Friendship Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Tilghman 

Scenic Champions ($500 - $999) 
Anonymous (3) 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick S. Andreae 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Breckenridge Arrington, Jr. 

 in honor of Betty Byrne Ware and  

 in memory of Helen T. Murphy 

Charlotte D. Buttrick and Forbes R. Reback 

Joan and Jeffrey Ferrill 

Jennifer G. Fidura 

Eva and Michael Hardy 

Jean and David Holman 

The Honorable and Mrs. Joe T. May 

Katherine T. Mears 

Alice Z. Pannill 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Seilheimer, Jr. 

Chericoke Foundation 

James and Eleanor Slaughter 

Nancy Leith Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. William St. C. Talley 

The James River Garden Club 

Mr. and Mrs. George B. Thomas 

Sandra H. and Roger C. Wiley 

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Zeugner 

 

Scenic Stewards ($250 - $499) 
Anonymous (2) 

John B.  Adams, Jr. 

Mona Albertine 

Mary Adams Bacon 

Night Life at Highlands by Will Simpson 
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Scenic Stewards ($250 - $499) (continued) 
Anne M. Beals 

Bill and Susan Beck 

Charlotte S. Benjamin 

John and Matilda Bradshaw 

J.R. and J.D. Branch Family Fund of The Community 

 Foundation for a greater Richmond 

The Covington Family Fund of The Community 

 Foundation for a greater Richmond 

Carthan F. Currin III 

Florence Bryan Fowlkes 

Carol and Carter Fox Family Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Fritsche, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gardner, Jr. 

 in honor of Hylah H. Boyd 

Pearson G. Gibson 

Mr. and Mrs. Brenton S. Halsey 

Jeff and Celie Harris 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Page Henley 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Innes 

George Kegley 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger H. W. Kirby 

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Loughridge 

Katherine C. Lowden 

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace B. Millner 

The Honorable W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Newell 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar J. T. Perrow, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Cotesworth Pinckney 

Leighton Powell 

 in memory of Diana Walter Dickinson 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Ripley, Jr. 

Susanne B. Royster 

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Ryan Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad F. Sauer IV 

Massie Scott Fund of The Community Foundation 

 for a greater Richmond 

Pamela Seay 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Shiflett 

Timothy and Lea Shuba 

Nancy L. Smith 

The Martinsville Garden Club 

The Tuckahoe Garden Club of Westhampton 

Tad and Sue Thompson 

George and Mary Vetrovec 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin N. Wafle 

Mr. and Mrs. Hill B. Wellford, Jr. 

Sally Wilkinson 

 in memory of Michaux H. Wilkinson 

Vann T. Williams 

Jon and Robin Williams 

 

Scenic Patrons ($100 - $249) 

Anonymous (4) 
A. Marshall Acuff, Jr. 

Robert A. Adriance, Jr. 

Leon E. and Susan V. App 

Leslie Ariail 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Baldwin, Jr. 

Peter and Susan Bance 

Trish Bernal 

Bocock/Hitz Fund at the Charlottesville Area 

 Community Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. McGuire Boyd, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. James N. Boyd 

The Honorable and Mrs. H. Harrison Braxton 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Brown, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy T. Brown 

Eleanor M. Burt 

Margaret Denton & Joel Cabot 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Cadwallender 

Scenic Virginia. 
Preserve. Protect. Enhance. 

After the Rain by Thomas Hennessy 
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Scenic Patrons ($100 - $249) (continued) 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Cheatham III 

Joyce and Michael Childress 

Boyd and Sandra Collier 

Cyane B. Crump 

Mrs. W. Thomas Cunningham, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byrd W. Davenport, Jr. 

Josephine F. de Give 

 in honor of Leighton Powell's 20th's Anniversary 

Anna and Stanley Dees 

Deborah A. Dull, Esq. 

Jane Edwards 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Ellett 

Martha Alsop Faulkner 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick S. Fisher 

Mary Carter Frackelton 

Frazier Associates 

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gardner, Jr. 

Lynn F. Gas 

Zoe Anne Green 

Lisa M. Guthrie 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Lee Harman 

Elliott and Terrell Harrigan 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Cameron Hoggan 

Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Dick Howard 

The Honorable and Mrs. William J. Howell 

Evelyn P. Hutchens 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander H. Jeffries 

Anne & James Jennings 

Annie Homans Johnson 

Jane Kates 

Betty Frayser Kipps 

 in memory of Stuart Kennedy Frayser 

Fontaine and Sally Lawson 

Anna L. Lawson 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Pettus LeCompte 

 in memory of Alexander M. Fisher, Jr. 

Ingrid and Dale Lindsay 

Amanda T. Macaulay 

Ann and Alexander Macaulay 

Marion F. Macdonald 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Mackall, Jr. 

Reba McClanan 

Jim McClellan and Catherine Burwell 

Carter and Charlie McDowell 

Read and Virginia McGehee 

Edward P. Milhous 

Hugh C. Miller, FAIA 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Mitchell 

Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Page Moffatt, Jr. 

Bob and Sally Mooney 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Wallace Morton, Jr. 

Kemble Mountcastle 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Nash 

Dr. and Mrs. C. M. Kinloch Nelson 

Bill and Alison Pantele 

Tricia and Jack Pearsall 

Sharon and Edson Pederson 

Mark and Karen Perreault 

Steve and Judy Perry 

Trip Pollard & Elizabeth Outka 

Barbara H. Ramos 

Rappahannock League for Environmental 

Protection 

Marika A. Rawles 

Mr. and Mrs. Enos Richardson, Jr. 

Michaela and Robert Robinson 

Walter and Beverley Rowland 

Cherry Walk Farm 

Mr. and Mrs. Virginius R. Shackelford III 

Shenandoah Sunset by Fritzi Newton 

Scenic Virginia. 
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Scenic Patrons ($100 - $249) (continued) 
Katherine E. Slaughter 

Mark and Natalie Smith 

Robert and Susan Snead 

D. Page Sullenberger 

 in honor of Leighton Powell's 20th's Anniversary 

Mary-Helen and Robert Sullivan 

Sherry Swinson 

Judith Boyd Terjen 

The Ashland Garden Club 

The Augusta Garden Club 

The Blue Ridge Garden Club 

The Garden Club of Alexandria 

 in honor of Lisa Dickinson Mountcastle 

The Garden Club of Fairfax 

The Garden Club of Norfolk 

The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore 

The Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula 

The Hunting Creek Garden Club 

The Huntington Garden Club 

Leesburg Garden Club 

The Princess Anne Garden Club 

The Williamsburg Garden Club 

Mr. and Mrs. W. McIlwaine Thompson, Jr. 

Peter and Blanche Toms 

Harold A. Via, Jr. 

Stevenson T. Walker 

Riggs Ward Design, LC 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry J. Warthen III 

The Honorable Mary Margaret Whipple 

Catherine C. Whitham 

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Whitmire 

Sandy and Louise Williamson 

Eileen A. Wilson 

Mary Denny Wray 

 

Friends of Scenic Virginia ($1 - $99) 
Carlton Sturges Abbott, FAIA ASLA 

Mrs. Joseph L. Antrim III 

Margaret Anne Fohl and Bill Arnold 

Madge Bemiss 

Olena Boyko 

Mary Dame Broad 

Jean S. Brown 

 in honor of Leighton Powell's 20th's Anniversary 

Eddie Bumbaugh and Jane Cox 

Ann D. Catlett 

Faye C. Cooper 

Elizabeth Bragg Crafts 

Cecil and Susan Creasey 

Bonnie Davis 

Kennerly and Lucile Digges 

Paul and Kelly DiPasquale 

Edward and Jeannette Episcopo 

Thad W. Evans, Jr. 

Elizabeth Fessenden 

 in honor of Mimi Herington 

Ray and Diana Foote 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Meriwether Fowlkes, Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Harry G. Hager, Jr. 

Ralph and Linda Hambrick 

John M. Harbin 

Marion R. Jones 

Tom Layman 

Dr. and Mrs. David Litchfield 

Dr. and Mrs. Preston C. Manning, Jr. 

Michael McPoland 

Gene and Gayla Mills 

LaRhue N. Mitchell 

Susan Moss 

Holt Mountcastle 

Great Blue Heron in Cypress Tree by Hugh Davenhill 

Scenic Virginia. 
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9 

 

Friends of Scenic Virginia (continued) 
Mercer W. O'Hara 

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Perrine 

John and Nancy Philpott 

Richard K. Pulley 

Judy Rasmussen 

Marie Ridder 

Dennis and Ann Rooker 

Rosanne Groat Shalf 

Janet D. Sheridan 

Lea Shuba 

Melinda and Ernest Skinner 

Mr. and Mrs. W. David South 

Ellen H. Soyars 

Colonel and Mrs. William Spicuzza 

Barry W. Starke, FASLA, AICP 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry W. Starke 

The Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club 

The Garden Club of Warren County 

The Virginia Beach Garden Club 

The Warrenton Garden Club 

The Winchester-Clarke Garden Club 

Jennifer E. Wampler 

Joan Wehner 

Grants 

Judith Haskell Brewer Fund of The Community 

Foundation for a greater Richmond 

Virginia Department of Forestry 
 

In-Kind Donations 

Historic Garden Week/ 

The Garden Club of Virginia 

 

Scenic Virginia. 
Preserve. Protect. Enhance. 

By the Sea by Florence “Flo” Womacks 

Scenic Virginia thanks all of our wonderful donors for their generous support. Please contact us at (804) 643-VIEW 

(8439) or email@scenicvirginia.org with any edits or concerns. 

 

The photos featured in this Annual Report are the Winners of the 2020 Virginia Vistas Photo Contest. Note card 

sets of the Winners are available for purchase by contacting Scenic Virginia using the information below. A set of 10 

cards (featuring one of each Winner) is $20.00 + $5.00 shipping & handling. 

Scenic Virginia · 4 East Main Street, Suite 2A ·  Richmond, Virginia 23219  

(804) 643-VIEW (8439) phone ·  (866) 499-VIEW (8439) fax ·  email@scenicvirginia.org 

·  www.scenicvirginia.org  

Downtown Richmond by Robert Coles Spring Snow by Jeanne Jackson 


